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Step-by-Step i
STUDENTS MAKE THER OWN POOKS |

Students work up to
g!

independent writi

Self-Guided Literacy Center

KIDS LOVE ITI

ILLUSTRATION STATION

DIRECTIONS

This is a “create a book” center that will save you time, create adorable individual
books for students to keep, is aligned with standards, and teaches the writing
process. Itis differentiated according to students’ needs and interest levels. You
will have to MODEL this process for the children a couple of times, and then watch
them take off on their own for the entire school year with no help or very little from
you. ltcovers opinion, informative/explanatory, and narrative writing.

STEP I: Printall the pages out and laminate them. If studer
out more than one copy of the story.

STEP 2: Only put out about 4 to 10 choices, to fit your kid’s
STEP 2: Students pick out a story of interest.

STEP Y- If the bottom of the page says, “5 pages +Title Pag|
take 5 pieces of blank paper and one more for the title pa
up this way, so students realize they must make a title pag
STEP 5: Students will either staple, tape, or cut and fold pa|
I let my class use copy paper, but you can cut yours in half

Once students have the book together, they decorate the
title and add their name as the author and/or illustrator. |
is the sentence they write on PAGE 1 and illustrate the seg/
older students). | have them put numbers onthe pages, §
page they are on, and it reinforces number skills for the lit
take the entire center to create just the cover page, or the
book depending on how they work. When they finish, the
story. Itis never-ending. On Friday, | let students share tk
orthe class. When students get to Story #5 and up, the m
begins to take shape. It’s very exciting to see the progres,
activity!

StoryABC = BegimningKindergarten Students

Story#|-#6= Kindergartenand First Gradeny
Story#7-#4 = Second andThird Graders

Tllustration Station
Story A

Cats

+ Cats ore animals

2 They are fun to have as pots
s Some live outside.
« Some live inside

1love cats:
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At the bottom of the
page, it tellshow many
pages they need for
writing and reminds
them to add a TITLE
PAGE.

Number 1is the
sentence that goes on
page 1in their book.
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Students can pick from the stories you give them. The beginner level has students write
one sentence per page and illustrate The sentence. They can spend a day, a week, or
longer creating a book.

The stories begin To miss The body, introduction sentence, or closing. Students will have o
create Ttheir own stories. They will eventually write a book without any help.

Illustration Station
Story #7

(Fill in the body of the writing.)
This story == Haunted House
shows N =
you need
6 pOgeS X l‘msogladlmkowhunmyd(oamy
and a
Title Page syl

5 + Title Page

The body
of the
story is

missing.




Stories A and B jare for beginners. They gradually
get mpre diffictit alige

Illustration Station

Illustration Station Story #2
Story A

Magic Tree
Dogs . I have a magic tree in my backyard.

One day | walked outside and sat under the tree,
. lwished

- begsareq | Tllystration Station wew| | Tllustration Station

. They mak Story B . Iwished Story #13
. Some live . Itstarted (Informative Writing - Fill in the blanks)

. Some live -
. llove dog F|Sh Whales

7 pages + Title | . Whales are

) . . Theylive
. Fish are good swimmers. . They look like

5 pages + Title Page . They live in water. . Whales eat

. They can be colorful. : . .(create a
closing statement)

. Some people swim with fish. . (On this page draw a diagram of a whale with
. llove to see fish swim: labeled parts)

6 pages + Title Page

5 pages + Title Page




Illustration Station

Story #5
(Fill in the blanks.)

Best Friends ;

. My best friend’s name is
. We like to and
. Our favorite game is to play
. When we are laughing it is because

.l really like having a best friend!

%

7 pages + Title Page

7

You model the Fll‘S'l'
book.

Students will get used
to the procedure and
gain independence.

Number | is the first

-~ senfence on Page |
 Then, students
illustrate the sentence.

Students will fill in the
blank for this story.

Students will heed 7
pieces of paper and
one Title page that can
be construction paper.




Prin’r and Lami

Illustration Station

Story #15
(Expository Writing)

How to Make a Sandwich
PRGE |

Introduction Paragraph (Write 3 or more
ntences with details and facts about what you need to

I“ustrafion qufion bke your sandwich.)

NGE 2
: .?cory #?'2_ Body (Write 3 or more steps with desd
(Narrative Writing - Fill in the blanks) brds with details and facts about how to make

[roieh) Illustration Station
My Magic Carpet \Gt 2 Story #16

_ . Conclusion (Write 3 or more sentence (Choice Writing)
| found a beautiful magic carpet one day. tails and facts about how to EAT the sandwig

It did some amazing things. get a closing sentence.)
First, it took me to
Then, . bages + Title Page SN PAGEI

_(choose a transition word) , ; Introduction Paragraph
After that,

| could not wait to tell aboutmy PRGE 2
adventure! Body

YOUR CHOICE

PAGE 2

Conclusion

7 pages + Title Page

HINTS: 3 pages + Title Page

* Add descriptive details
* Transition Words signal event order




POSTERS fto REVIEW

yihe first senten= ‘

A closingis the last sentence or paragraph in your writing. A closing is something
that makes the reader feellike the story is over. A CLEVER closing can have feeling

words, advice for the reader, a surprise, humor, facts or a question that ends the
story.

1 | heard the

‘;éi\gr'\\ng it the ground- Feelings Advice A Surprise

TTING Tt always makes So now you know Inthe end I
2 e tocation. ¥ ¥ Line smjle when.. you should never woke up from

Describ®: erestind . touch anything my dream!
dork o hot.

Questions

Have you ever
wanted to have a
pet goldfish?

time
One morning,
Soon, ’

To begin with




